Experience Indiana
Spring 2009

Friday, 16 January 2009: 
Free Friday to Downtown Indy





Depart Campus 5:00PM-Return Campus 11:00PM





Experience Indiana will be taking a van to Indianapolis on Friday nights during the Spring!  This is a free trip, all you have to do is show up to board the van! We will drop you off at a selected location in Indianapolis and pick you up in the same location 4 hours later. 
Amidst Downtown's historic buildings and newest skyscrapers in the heart of the business district, you'll find the biggest names and the brightest attractions the city has to offer. In the Wholesale District, entertainment is front and center. It's home to Conseco Fieldhouse, hosting the Indiana Pacers, Indiana Fever and world-renowned concerts and performances. The Indianapolis Colts strut their stuff in the new Lucas Oil Stadium.
Friday, 23 January 2009:
To Kill A Mockingbird – IRT




Depart TBA – Return TBA (Rayvn/Amina/Tracy)




Racial tensions run high in a small southern, Depression-era town, in this highly theatrical adaptation of Harper Lee’s best-selling Pulitzer Prize-winning novel. Atticus Finch must teach his children, Scout and Jem, difficult lessons about racial tolerance, violence and prejudice when he goes against the community by defending a young black man falsely accused of a crime against a white woman. One of America’s greatest stories movingly adapted for the stage, and a must-see in every generation
Thursday, 5 February 2009:
King Henry V: William Shakespeare – Purdue University




Depart TBA – Return TBA (Andrew Lear/Ethan Hollander)




Combining the artistry and passion of two of America’s greatest theatre companies, The Acting Company and The Guthrie Theater come together to present King Henry V, a rousing Shakespearean epic about the power of courage and the price of glory. When the young, ambitious Henry V inherits a troubled crown, he seeks to unite his kingdom and inspire patriotism by launching a hasty invasion of France. Following this charismatic warrior king and his ragtag band as they confront heavy opposition, the play balances the thrilling heroics of battle with the complex reactions of men who are sometimes unsure of the justice of their cause. Shakespeare's reputation as dramatist and poet actor is unique and he is considered by many to be the greatest playwright of all time, although many of the facts of his life remain mysterious. Shakespeare's poetry was published before his plays, with two poems appearing in 1593 and 1594, dedicated to his patron Henry Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton. Most of Shakespeare's sonnets were probably written at this time as well. Records of Shakespeare's plays begin to appear in 1594, and he produced roughly two a year until around 1611. His earliest plays include 'Henry VI' and 'Titus Andronicus'. 'A Midsummer Night's Dream', 'The Merchant of Venice' and 'Richard II' all date from the mid to late 1590s. Some of his most famous tragedies were written in the early 1600s including 'Hamlet', 'Othello', 'King Lear' and 'Macbeth'. His late plays, often known as the Romances, date from 1608 onwards and include 'The Tempest'.

Friday, 6 February 2009: 
Free Friday to Downtown Indy





Depart Campus 5:00PM-Return Campus 11:00PM





Experience Indiana will be taking a van to Indianapolis on Friday nights during the Spring!  This is a free trip, all you have to do is show up to board the van! We will drop you off at a selected location in Indianapolis and pick you up in the same location 4 hours later. 
Amidst Downtown's historic buildings and newest skyscrapers in the heart of the business district, you'll find the biggest names and the brightest attractions the city has to offer. In the Wholesale District, entertainment is front and center. It's home to Conseco Fieldhouse, hosting the Indiana Pacers, Indiana Fever and world-renowned concerts and performances. The Indianapolis Colts strut their stuff in the new Lucas Oil Stadium.

Sunday, 15 February 2009:
Cirque du Soleil:  Saltimbanco – Conseco Fieldhouse





Depart TBA – Return TBA

Saltimbanco – from the Italian “saltare in banco”, which literally means “to jump on a bench” –explores the urban experience in all its myriad forms: the people who live there, their idiosyncrasies and likenesses, families and groups, the hustle and bustle of the street and the towering heights of skyscrapers.  Between whirlwind and lull, prowess and poetry, Saltimbanco takes spectators on an allegorical and acrobatic journey into the heart of the city. Saltimbanco is a Cirque du Soleil signature show inspired by the urban fabric of the metropolis and its colorful inhabitants.  Decidedly baroque in its visual vocabulary, the show’s eclectic cast of characters draws spectators into a fanciful, dreamlike world, an imaginary city where diversity is a cause for hope.
Sunday, 22 February 2009:
Indiana Pacers vs. Chicago Bulls





Depart TBA – Return TBA





Indiana is the basketball state, featuring the Indiana Pacers at Conseco Field house.  Come watch the Pacers face off against the Chicago Bulls! You haven’t experienced Indiana until you have seen the Pacers in action!

Saturday, 28 February 2009:
IU Opera: Giulio Cesare





Depart TBA – Depart TBA (Vanessa Rogers/Peter Hulen)




Set in Egypt, 48 B.C. One of Handel’s most popular operas, Giulio Cesare captures all the intrigue and high-stakes plots and rivalries of the Roman court and, in many ways, of universal politics. Including one of history’s most fascinating women, Cleopatra, the story opens in Egypt, just after Caesar has conquered Pompey, who has fled Rome after starting a civil war. A series of assassination plots ensues before Caesar and Cleopatra eventually declare their legendary love for each other.



Sixty years ago, the first Indiana University Opera Theater production took place in an auditorium that was built as part of an army barracks during World War II. Opera at IU has come to fulfill the original vision of former IU president Herman B Wells, who saw the university not only as a center for liberal arts and sciences but also as a cultural capital offering the best of performing and fine arts. 

Sunday, 8 March 2009:

STOMP – Clowes Memorial Hall 





Depart TBA – Return TBA (James Makubuya)




STOMP is explosive, provocative, sophisticated, sexy, utterly unique and appeals to audiences of all ages. The international percussion sensation has garnered an armful of awards and rave reviews, and has appeared on numerous national television shows. The eight-member troupe uses everything but conventional percussion instruments – matchboxes, wooden poles, brooms, garbage cans, Zippo lighters, hubcaps – to fill the stage with magnificent rhythms. As USA Today says, “STOMP finds beautiful noises in the strangest places.” STOMP. See what all the noise is about. STOMP began its run at the Orpheum Theatre in New York, after a sell-out run at Sadler's Wells in London's West End, in February '94. The show is still running in New York with an all American cast. 
Thursday, 26 March 2009:
Luke Menard – Crawfordsville High School Auditorium 




(Jim Amidon/Brent Harris/Steve House)





Crawfordsville, Indiana native Luke Menard began singing when he was a freshman at Crawfordsville High School, but his love of music quickly became the focus of his life. In 2007, he auditioned for season seven of American Idol and not only made it to Hollywood but eventually found himself in the coveted top 24. Since his appearance on American Idol and being short of making the top 12 he has continued pursuing his singing career and now works with Los Angeles pianist Greg Jasperse.  
Luke was diagnosed with Hodgkin Lymphoma shortly after American Idol.  He spent his days home in Crawfordsville while being treated for this cancer.  Since being diagnosed he has taken a stand with the American Cancer Society and has been involved in several charity events.  Luke will perform at Crawfordsville High School to kick off our own Relay for Life which is also a fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. 

Saturday, 4 April 2009:

Camp Atterbury – Columbus, IN





Depart TBA – Return TBA (Stephen Morillo/Tracy Salisbury)




Camp Atterbury is the home base for many, the Army National Guard (ARNG), the United States Army Reserve (USAR), and United States Marine Corp Reserve (USMCR), and other units that train and mobilize here. As Reserve Component Units, their home stations are, of course, at numerous armories across several counties and states.  Camp Atterbury offers the unit commander the support required to function as a complete unit for mission training.  In support of the Global War on Terror, Camp Atterbury and our partner, 3-85th Training Support Brigade has mobilized over 50,000 and demobilized over 30,000 soldiers, sailors, and airmen for duty in the United States and overseas. This is your opportunity to tour Camp Atterbury and join the soldiers in the mess hall for a military lunch! Learn about the camp on a bus tour and visit an Iraqi Village. Join in the experience of a high tech engagement skills trainer and a virtual convoy assistant trainer.  If Military vehicles are on site you will get the opportunity to examine and get in these vehicles.  

Friday, 10 April 2009: 

Free Friday to Downtown Indy




Depart Campus 5:00PM-Return Campus 11:00PM





Experience Indiana will be taking a van to Indianapolis on Friday nights during the Spring!  This is a free trip, all you have to do is show up to board the van! We will drop you off at a selected location in Indianapolis and pick you up in the same location 4 hours later. 
Amidst Downtown's historic buildings and newest skyscrapers in the heart of the business district, you'll find the biggest names and the brightest attractions the city has to offer. In the Wholesale District, entertainment is front and center. It's home to Conseco Fieldhouse, hosting the Indiana Pacers, Indiana Fever and world-renowned concerts and performances. The Indianapolis Colts strut their stuff in the new Lucas Oil Stadium.

Tuesday, 14 April 2009:

Mariza – Purdue University Loeb Playhouse





Depart Campus TBA -Return Campus TBA (Gilberto Gomez)




Seducing audiences worldwide with her breathtaking voice, charismatic stage presence, and powerful blend of traditional fado (FAH-doh) and contemporary music forms, Mariza has established herself as the new face of Portuguese fado. Like American blues, traditional fado features sultry, sorrowful songs mourning lost love or working-class struggles. Supported by an emotive acoustic ensemble, Mariza transforms the deep, poetic laments into works of sublime expression that have rightfully regained international recognition for fado. After her first album went multi-platinum in Portugal in 2001, Mariza ascended to superstar status on the world music scene. 
Saturday, 18 April 2009:
Artspark – Indianapolis, IN (Indianapolis Art Center)





Depart TBA – Depart TBA (Greg Huebner/Juan Diaz-Student)




ARTSPARK, designed by Hoosier native and world–renowned architect Michael Graves, brings art, artists and the community together through interactive sculptures in an open–air setting. Not bound by traditional ideas of art education, ARTSPARK provides Studios and galleries without walls, creating a place where art and nature harmonize.





Experience ARTSPARK, 12 acres of interactive sculpture designed to stimulate all the senses. Meander through the varied landscape to uncover a palette of hues, fragrant vegetation, various textures, and sounds of wildlife. Explore a space designed for relaxation, reflection, and creation as the sun dances through the trees to create dappled patterns on the ground, soft flower petals are intertwined with rising sculptures. ARTSPARK is your creative connection to culture, art and nature. This natural creative playground showcases open-air studios developed for people of all ages and abilities to touch, play, create and grow. Discover the changing seasons, changing landscapes, and changing artwork, a place in an environment creative energy meets the forces of nature. More than 27 sculptures created by Indiana and internationally-known master artists adorn the landscape.

Friday, 24 April 2009: 

Free Friday to Downtown Indy




Depart Campus 5:00PM-Return Campus 11:00PM





Experience Indiana will be taking a van to Indianapolis on Friday nights during the Spring!  This is a free trip, all you have to do is show up to board the van! We will drop you off at a selected location in Indianapolis and pick you up in the same location 4 hours later. 
Amidst Downtown's historic buildings and newest skyscrapers in the heart of the business district, you'll find the biggest names and the brightest attractions the city has to offer. In the Wholesale District, entertainment is front and center. It's home to Conseco Fieldhouse, hosting the Indiana Pacers, Indiana Fever and world-renowned concerts and performances. The Indianapolis Colts strut their stuff in the new Lucas Oil Stadium.

Saturday, 2 May 2009:

Train from Connersville to Metamora* 





Depart TBA – Return TBA





Visit Metamora, Indiana without worrying about parking!! This train departs from our Connersville depot at 12:01 pm on every Saturday and Sunday between May 1 and October 31. This trip offers a 2 hour layover in Metamora good for shopping, eating, and site seeing. The train departs Metamora for Connersville at 3:30 pm to arrive at the Connersville Depot at 5:00 pm.

Metamora, Indiana is Indiana's only functioning Canal Town! Visit Metamora to enjoy a wonderfully quaint town full of history and scenic beauty.  At historic Metamora you'll escape to the past and experience what it was like in the 1800's. Visit the gristmill and pick up a bag of their freshly stone-ground cornmeal or flour. Take a ride in the canal boat through the only existing wooden aqueduct in the United States. Metamora is one of the most charming and fascinating towns in Indiana!  Well known for its wide range of delightful shops, restaurants, friendly shopkeepers, events, festivals, and tasty eats and treats.  A must see town that retains all of its traditional charm and languid atmosphere.
